THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
expected a complete break through to Socialism in this
Parliament, but I  did expect to prepare the way by a
Government which,  in  spirit  and vigour,  made such a
contrast with the Tories and Liberals that we should be sure
of conclusive victory next time.   But the first session was a
bitter disappointment.    I instance my own experience, not
because it was peculiar, because it was typical.   One of our
great election cries was to get the young and the old out of
industry to relieve unemployment.   Both those things could
quite easily have been done at once in the first session, and
I do not believe that the Lords would then have dared to
resist them.   Neither was done.   It was only in response to
an indignant agitation in the Party that, too late in the first
session, I was allowed to introduce the Bill to raise the School
Age. The very fact that we did not put it in the King's
Speech showed to the world that our leaders did not regard
it as pressing from the unemployment point of view.   Now
we are plunged in this unexampled trade depression and
suffering the appalling record of unemployment.    If ever
there was a chance of presenting the Socialist alternative,
it is to-day ;   but all that we have got is a declaration for
economy from the Chancellor of the Exchequer.   No, it is
not good enough for a Socialist Party to meet this crisis with
economy.    I resign my position as officer and become a
private soldier.   By that action I speak.   Once for all, I put
it into words what I think, and I shall not say it again.
I do not believe that the Labour Party can succeed in
breaking  through   to   Socialism   until   the   leadership  is
changed.'
" This was not the first occasion," says Mr. Price, " in
which Trevelyan criticized the leadership of MacDonald. I
remember his speaking at the * Nineteen Seventeen Club' in
MacDonald's presence, after the 1924 electoral disaster over
the Red Letter, accusing him of letting the Party down."
The Members of the Labour Party heard Trevelyan's
trenchant speech with a respectful seriousness. They were
deeply impressed and obviously in sympathy with the out-
spoken critic. When Trevelyan referred to the dangers that
would follow MacDonald's incompetent leadership, he spoke
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